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TURNING LESSONS 
INTO PRACTICE 


“Dominic and Donte 
Morris tried out for Sac- 
ramento State’s baseball 
team during their fresh- 

man year but did not 

make the cut.” 
See what they decided 
to do about it. 
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DANCE! DANCE! 





Which second-gener- 
ation Sac State alum- 
nus danced his way to 
awards and choreo- 
graphed dance pieces 
throughout the region? 
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SHOPPING AT 
SCHOOL? 





Sacramento State could 
be expanding soon. 
A second science build- 
‘ ing? No. How about a 
shopping center 
instead? 
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RYAN CHIN WANTS 
TO DO MORE 


Sacramento State Direc- 
tor of Strategic Com- 
munications Ryan Chin 
looks to make a differ- 
ence in the Sacramento 
Area. How is he 
planning to do that? 


MILITARY AND 
COLLEGE? WHAT 
DO STUDENTS 
HAVE TO SAY? 


In the military and in 
college. Some love it; 
some say it will never 
be for them. See what 
students had to say at 
statehornet.com 
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MULITARY FUNDS STUDENTS | 


By BRITTANY BOTTINI 
bbottini@statehornet.com 


As student fees rise and em- 
ployment rates of young adults 
decrease, more students are 
enlisting in the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps program at 
Sacramento State. 

According to a recent report 
by the United States Depart- 
ment of Labor, 16- to 24-year- 
olds have a 46.6 percent em- 
ployment rate. This is the lowest 
percentage of working young 
Americans since World War II. 

Capt. Jared Buchanan, as- 
sistant professor of military 
science in the Army ROTC, 
said the ROTC offers many 
benefits for students wishing 
to complete their degree before 
enlisting. 

“This is a great leadership 
program, and is a great way to 
have school paid for” Buchanan 
said. 

Since the downturn of the 
economy, enrollment in the 
Army ROTC has increased. 
There are 57 cadets currently 


* enrolled. 


Students in the ROTC pro- 
gram can receive more than 
$5,000 per semester for tuition 





payments, room and board, 
books and monthly allowances. 

“You can't really beat the 
scholarship opportunities 
ROTC provides,’ said Dennis 
Whitt, senior history major and 
leader of the cadet program in 
the Army ROTC. 

Whitt transferred to Sac State 
after attending Butte Commu- 
nity College. He said he could 
have chosen to go to Chico 
State because it was close, but 
chose Sac State specifically be- 
cause of its ROTC program. 

“ROTC offers great benefits 
and stipends, and it teaches you 
how to be a leader,’ Whitt said. 

Buchanan recommended go- 
ing through an ROTC program 
because it provides students 
with a higher rank in the Army 
once they graduate. If one goes 
to a recruiter without a degree, 
he or she will be enlisted in the 
Army as a private, the lowest 
rank. 

Once enlisted, cadets are obli- 
gated to an eight-year commit- 
ment after graduating. The full 
eight years can be completed 
in active duty or four years of 
active duty with additional time 
spent in one of the other Army 


see ROTC | page A6 
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Puotos By Ropyn Barnes State Hornet 


Above: Air Force cadet 
Capt. Jessica Miller, junior 
communications major, 
performs one of her nor- 
mal routine drills in her 
camoflouge attire. 


Left: Air Force cadets 
stand in formation and 
salute during a drill in the 
parking lot in front of the 
Public Service building. 
Many students join ROTC 
as a way to pay for 
college. 





Torres addresses Sac State’s future 


By KRISTINE GUERRA 
kguerra@statehornet.com 


In his first State of the Stu- 
dents Address, Associated Stu- 
dents, Inc. President Roberto 
Torres outlined three main 


goals of this year’s “comprehen- 
sive strategic plan” 

“What we do know is that 
your participation is no longer 
an option, but it has become 
a necessity, Torres said. “Tt is 
important for you to no longer 


First goal: 
Student awareness 


AST’ first goal is to “increase student awareness of ASI” Torres 


said students-should know about the programs and services ASI 


offers and where their money is spent. To accomplish this, he said 


ASI will publish an annual report and develop an “integrated mar- 


keting plan” which partly involves conducting more surveys, using 


videos and social networking websites. 


“Tt is important for you to know what your student representa- 


tives are doing,’ Torres said. 


Tom Canitia, sophomore 
construction management 
major 

“Increasing student aware- 
ness of ASI would be difficult 
... this is a commuter campus, 
and there are a lot of non-tra- 
ditional students. People don’t 
stay here and there are not a 
lot of people in the dorms.” 


Chelsy Bell, senior business 
marketing major 
“Theyre giving more oppor- 
tunities to students who might 
not be as fortunate as others. 


Also, I commute so I’m not re- 
ally into clubs as much as I like 
to be, so it’s a good idea to get 
the people who are active op- 
portunities and scholarships.’ 





| Third goal: 


ASI’s third goal is to “foster student participation on campus.” ASI 


plans to establish a homecoming rally, to increase student partici- 
pation in ASI programs by at least 25 percent, to fill ina minimum 
of 90 percent of student positions.on university committees and to 
organize at least 1,500 students for a Capitol rally in the spring. 
Part of this goal is to create a lobby corp of students who will 
participate in the Capitol rally. The rally will be for the budget cuts 


and student fee increase. 


take a back seat in the decision- 
making process. And it is im- 
portant for you to stay abreast 
to the issues affecting you” 

The address was held Oct. 13 
in the University Union’s Hinde 
Auditorium. 


Cart KNICKERBOCKER State Hornet 


ASI President Roberto 
Torres addresses the five 
students who came about 
his plans for Sac State. 





In attendance were ASI board 
members, university staff and 


-employees and five students. 


To make up for the low stu- 
dent turnout, Torres said ASI 
will post a video of the address 
on YouTube. 





VIDEO = 


www.statehornet.com 


Second goal: 
Quality education 


ASI’s second goal is “advocating for an accessible, affordable 
and quality education.” Torres said ASI will launch an educational 


campaign to increase voter registration and turnout in campus 


elections, offer scholarships in the fall and spring semesters and 
give an advocacy award to the moSt active club or organization on 


campus. 


_ “The quality of our education is contingent upon its accessibility, 


and its accessibility dependent on its affordability, Torres said. 


Airionna Harper, junior 
chemistry major 
“Affordable education is a 
problem now because it’s re- 
ally expensive, so it’s good that 


they want to do a campaign. I 
would like to know where all 
the money is going now that 
were paying more and going to 
school less” 





Wil Jones, senior 
English major 

“T think it's 4 good thing, but 
Tm curious as to how students 
will be informed. I don’t think 
students take the initiative to 
inform themselves because 
were so busy. So if there's a 
good way of distributing the 
knowledge, I think it would be 
helpful” 


Student participation 





Sam Kornfield, senior 
criminal justice major 


I think they should focus on 





“This is a commuter school. 








Siada Houseyni, junior | 
biology major 
“Getting students involved is 
really important ... we would 


changing the way people look at have a stronger voice, and as 
the school. The way people see 
it is, ‘I go to school and I come 


we speak louder to the Con- 
gress ... then it'll make a bigger 
effect? 










Katrina Small, sophomore 
biology major 
“It's going to be hard getting 

people involved and getting 
people's attention, but if they 
could get enough students to 
participate, I think it would be 
effective” 
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Beginning rock climbing class 
offered by Peak Adventures 


a 
x 


Peak Adventures is offering a begin- 
ner’s rock climbing class at 7 a.m. Satur- 
day at Cosumnes River Gorge. The class 
will teach everyone how to use the safety 
equipment and basic climbing skills. 

The cost for the trip is $50 for students, 
$65 for faculty and $72 for the general 
public. The fees pay for all safety equip- ‘ 
ment, transportation and Peak Adven- 
tures instruction. 

Bringing food is recommended as no 
meals are provided on the trip. 
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News Editor 

Retiring art professor Mike Riegel’s ex- 

hibition “Looking Back” in Kadema Hall’s 
_ Robert Else Gallery is ending Friday. Rie- 

gels exhibition contains sculptures from 
more than 34 years of work. 

Entering the gallery is free of charge but 
personal photography inside the exhibit 
is not allowed. ‘The gallery is open from 


noon to 4:30 p.m. 


Leidhra Johnson 
(916) 278-5567 


ljohnson @statehornet.com 


Donate your cellphones 


The Student Life and Service Center is 
looking for people to donate cell phones 
that will be refurbished and be given to 
victims of domestic violence. 

The phones will be refurbished by the 
Wireless Foundation, a nonprofit orga- 
nization that uses wireless technology to 
address society's problems. The donated 
phones do not have to be in working 
condition. 
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Multi-Cultural Center movie 


Hellen Lee-Keller, assistant professor in 
the English Department, will co-host a 
showing of “Rabbit-Proof Fence” tonight 
at 6:30 at the Multi-Cultural Center. 
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Guest pianist Michael Rickman will 
perform at 7:30-p.m. Saturday in Capist- 
rano Hall, Room 142A. Rickman will play 
the works of Bach, Chopin, Hodkinson 


and Scriabin’s Sonata No. 5. rata ta 





Rickman has gotten top honors in 
Theodore Leschetitzky International 
Competition in New York City’s Carnegie 
Hall. In past concerts he has appeared 
with the Audubon and Mendelssohn 
String Quartets. 

His works of Brahms, Schubert and 
Schumann have been recorded on two 
albums, “Romantic Realms” and “Roman- 
tic Realms II” He been a faculty member 


Fred Baldini, health science depart- 
ment chair was not identified in the 
page one story about the overcrowd- 
ing in the Sacramento State nursing 

program. Only Baldini’s last name 


was used as a reference. 


The State Hornet apologizes 
for the error. : 
Please contact Natalie Flynn») 


‘The first copy of this newspaper is free. Additional copies cost 
$1. All views expressed herein are the responsibility of The State 
Hornet and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Sacra- 
mento State Journalism Program, the Communication Studies 
Department, administration, student body or ASI unless oth- 
erwise noted. The State Hornet is copyrighted, and may not be 
reproduced in whole or part without the express permission of 
The State Hornet. 

Signed articles, letters and artwork express the opinions of the 
authors and illustrators. Unsigned articles are the responsibility 
of The State Hornet. The State Hornet reserves the right to reject 


not constitute an endorsement by the newspaper of the goods 
and services advertised therein. The State Hornet reserves the 
right to reject any advertisements deemed inappropriate. An 
advertisement is not considered accepted until publication. 
Further, The State Hornet shall not be liable for any omission on 


an advertisement ordered to be published. By written request, 


The State Hornet will reschedule and run the advertisement at 


the advertiser's cost. In no case shall The State Hornet be liable 


for any general, special or consequétitial damages. Claims for 





of the Stetson University School of Music 
in Florida for 25 years. 


or edit all submissions. adjustments of any error must be made no later than three days 


print mana ing editor, 
for corrections a’ fe 6) 278-7300 
e 


. ‘The appearance of an advertisement in The State Hornet doe 
or nflynn@statehornet.com. es : 


after publication date upon which said error occurred. 








RENT TWO, GET FOUR! 


SIGN A LEASE ON A FOUR BEDROOM APARTMENT 
AND ONLY PAY THE TWO BEDROOM PRICE... 










IVE GREEN, GET GREEN 
* é - et J 4 B \ ae i. 2 § b a  & 3 5 | BT sine ; 


Pet 
Friendly 


CALL TODAY AND ASK HOW 

TO RECIEVE ONE MONTH 
FREE OR A $500 at 

GIFT CARD! 





ea& 


> 


« 
> 


4 
> 


SG 





By BLAZE] BRUZDA 
bbruzda@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State and UC Da- 
vis will go head-to-head once 
again as they compete to collect 
blood in the second annual 
Causeway Classic Blood Drive 
Competition 

Sac State's on-campus blood 
drive took place Monday and 
Tuesday in the University 
Union Ballroom. UC Davis 
will hold its drive Nov. 17 and 
18. This battle for supremacy 
intends to attract more donors 
through the spirit of competi- 
tion. 

A competition between the 
two rival schools is a great way 
to attract attention, said Ashley 
Rebholtz, spokesperson for 
Blood Source who is also in 
charge of organizing the event 
for Sac State. 

The number of donors and 
blood donated is still unknown, 
but Vicki Wolfe, spokesper- 
son for Blood Source, said the 
outcome should be greater this 
time than it was last year. 

“We are trying to boost the 
numbers this year to 1,000 
pints and to sign up 300 people 
on the bone marrow list,’ said 
Veronica Delgadl, senior public 
relations major. “This is what 
we are going to push for this 
year and to stress how impor- 
tant the commitment really is.” 


pay-Ocroser 21 
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Last year, Sac State lost the 
Causeway Classic Blood Drive 
competition with 1,003 donors 
and a total of 816 pints of 
blood. 

In contrast, UC Davis man- 
aged to attract 1,502 donors 
and gather 1,301 pints last year, 
Rebholtz said. 

Timothy Howard, professor 
of communication studies, said 
his public relations class, which 
is in charge of promoting the 
event, anticipated 200 to 300 
pints of blood last year and 
received a lot more. The class is 
hoping to get more than 1,000 
pints of blood through this 
blood drive. 

Elizabeth Lewis, senior pub- 
lic relations major, said UC Da- 
vis gathered more blood than 
Sac State last year because it has 
a medical program that teaches 
its students the importance 
of blood donations and how 
donating blood saves lives. 

Nonetheless, Sac State's num- 
ber of donations has significant- 
ly increased since the Causeway 
Classic Blood Drive started last 
year and is predicted to rise 
every year, Wolfe said. 

The importance of this event 
for Sac State is to get people 
involved in the community and 
to save lives, Rebholtz said. 

“T give blood not only because 
I'll have the opportunity to win 
different kinds of goodies, but 


because a blood donation is 
truly a gift of life,” said Yeimi 
Lopez, Associated Students Inc. 
director of undeclared students. 
This event builds a communi- 
ty and saves lives, Howard said. 
“Tt was amazing to witness 


' the students stepping up to the 


plate, participating in the game 
and giving, Howard said. “I 
was humbled by the generos- 
ity and the kindness and the 
patience and the willingness of 
all the students on this campus 
who donated their blood” 

Even more important and 
less collected is the donation of 
marrow, Rebholtz said. 

During the Causeway Classic, 
participants had an opportunity 
to sign up and become a poten- 
tial marrow donor through Be 
the Match foundation. 

According to Blood Source’s 
website, the Be the Match foun- 


dation has facilitated more than . 


33,000 unrelated marrow trans- 
plants and more than 100,000 
volunteers have given a simple 
cheek swab of tissue to join the 
registry of potential donors. 

The marrow match registry is 
another way to save someone's 
life and it is not too late to do 
so. Anyone meeting the blood 
drive requirements can call the 
same Blood Source number and 
schedule an appointment for 
the swab, Rebholtz said. 

It is important that everyone 





participates because there is a 
need for racial variation in the 
marrow donation, Howard said. 

During this year’s drive, all 
donors received a free Blood 
Source T-shirt, a coupon for a 
free milkshake and a chicken 
sandwich from Chick-Fil-A. 
Donors were also given a free 
ticket to see “Dolphins and 
Whales” at the Esquire IMAX 
Theater and entrance in a raffle 
to win one of 20 iPods. 

In addition, $500 will be 
awarded to the group on cam- 
pus whose members donate the 
most blood. 

The winning group is still un- 
known, but will be announced 
at the Causeway Classic. 

This year’s Causeway Classic 
Blood Drive was sponsored 
mainly by Blood Source, but 
many departments and organi- 
zations helped, Howard said. 

Some of these groups include 
ASI, Recreational Sports, Sac 
State staff, public relations, 
Public Relations Planning and 
Management class, Student Life 
and Services, The Well and oth- 
ers, Rebholtz said. 

It is never too late to donate 
blood and save a life, Rebholtz 
said. 

To donate blood or marrow 
call Blood Source at 1-866-822- 
5663 or visit bloodsource.org to 
set up an appointment. 

‘The donated blood can still 
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Matthew Brown, sophomore physical therapy major, 
donates blood during the Sac State vs. UC Davis Blood 
Drive Monday. This is Brown’s third time donating. 


count toward the competition. 
To do this, Rebholtz said 

let the person over the phone 

know the school code - Sac 


State’s is L029 - or state the 
name of the school for whch 
you want your donation to 
count. 





By BRITTANY BOTTINI 
bbottini@statehornet.com 


As Sacramento State recently 
moved Alexander Gonzalez Jr. 
from his previous fundraising 
position in the department of 
advancement to a new job in 
Public Affairs, some questioned 
the university's decision, calling 
it an act of nepotism. Public 
Affairs disagreed. 

Public Affairs said-transfer-, 


ring the president's son to a.ngw, 


position as interim director of 
communication to promote 


the plans of his father is not an 
act of nepotism. ‘The president, 
Alexander Gonzalez Sr., did not 
hire his son and is not respon- 
sible for his‘supervision. 

“It happens often on campus 
where one department moves 
a person to another job on 
campus, said Gloria Moraga, 
associate vice president of Pub- 
lic Affairs. 

The younger Gonzalez was 
hired by Sac State in 2005 be- 
cause of his previous fundrais- 
ing experience. During his time 
in his initial position at Sac 


i 


great location to ca 


-uvsacramento.com 


State, he raised money for the 
One Book programs, an honors 
program and a scholarship pro- 
gram that helps former foster 
youths get through college. 

Although Sac State insists 
that the appointment of the 
younger Gonzalez is not an act 
of nepotism, skeptics like junior 
business major Chris Smith 
question his qualifications for 
the new position, 

“Many times.in the past, this 
university has passed up hiring 
internal applicants to hire more 
educated external applicants, 





mpus | resort-style amenities 


Smith said. “He is 32 and only 
has his bachelor’s degree. Sac 
State has been suffering for a 
long time. We need the most 
qualified people we can get to 
help our school? 

Before his appointment with 
Sac State, the younger Gonzalez 
worked as a fundraiser for a 
nonprofit radio network, Radio 
Bilingue in San Francisco. 

Carole Hayashino, vice 
presidentiof advancement at 


Sac State, told The Sacramento ''! “munication plans to celebrate “”*”’ 


Bee in 2005 that his experience 
qualified him for his initial ap- 


pointment as associate director 
of development. 

“We went through a very 
careful process and I can.com- 
fortably say that Alex was hired 
on his own merits,’ Hayashino 
said. 

In a letter to the younger 
Gonzalez dated June 30, _ 
Hayashino stated that the new 
position was responsible for 
“developing and implementing *** 
the market strategy and com- 


Sacramento State’s Destination 
2010 campaign.” 


Gonzalez Jr.’s new position raises questions 


The president and his son 
were out of their offices at the 
time of publication and were 
unable to be reached for com- 
ment. 

Job specifications for the posi- 
tion require that the individual 
is a “university graduate in busi- 
ness, marketing, communica- 
tions or an equivalent combina- 
tion of education, training and 
experience and expertise. The., 
position also: requires three to 
five years in university advance- 


see Gonzalez| page A6 
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MEMORIAL | WANDARAH ANDERSON, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIAL WORK 


Anderson remembered by 
all as inspiration, motivator 





Courtesy Puoro 


Wandarah Anderson, pro- 
fessor of social work, died 
Oct. 6. 


By BRITTANY BOTTINI 
bbottini@statehornet.com 


Remembered by many as.a 
woman with a radiant smile 
and inspirational qualities, 
Wandarah Anderson, associate 
professor of social work at Sac- 
ramento State, died from cancer 
on Oct. 6. She was 43. 

A funeral was held for 
Anderson Friday afternoon 
at the Green Valley Mortuary 
in Cameron Park. Family and 
friends wept as her children 
read poems and letters and her 
husband sang, “You Are So 
Beautiful?” 

“She gave me a reason to 
wake up every morning and 
smile; Joseph Anderson said 
at Friday's service. “She was 
my soul partner, my lover and 
my best friend. I never knew 
anyone who could love as much 
as she.” 

Nearly 200 friends, family, co- 
workers and students attended 
the funeral to honor the life and 
accomplishments of Anderson. 

Robin Kennedy, professor 
of social work and friend of 
Anderson, spoke at the service 
about her memories of Ander- 
son. 


’ 


CHEVROLET 


“T used to tease her about 
how everyone thought she was 
so mean and tough, except for 
those of us who really knew 


her,’ Kennedy said. “Then see- 


ing her courage and tenacity as 
she fought and died showed just 
how tough she really was.” ’ 

In April 2008, doctors 
diagnosed Anderson with 
soft-tissue sarcoma, a rare type 
of cancer that accounts for less 
than 1 percent of all new cancer 
cases each year. After taking a 
semester off from teaching and 
enduring multiple surgeries and 
chemotherapy treatments, a CT 
scan in June this year had good 
results. 

“Although my oncologist is 
not ready to say free of disease 
at this time, all evidence points 
to that conclusion,” Anderson 
wrote in an entry on her Care 
Page, an online journal for 
medical patients to share with 
friends and family. 

In her last entry on Aug. 14, 
Anderson wrote that the cancer 
had returned to her abdomen. 
She had planned on return- 
ing to teach at Sac State this 
semester. 

“She was greatly loved and 
respected by all? said Teiahsha 
Bankhead, graduate coordina- 
tor of the social work division. 
“She had a very kind balance, 
and a gentle spirit. She was 
youthful and had a lot of vitality 
but was also very serious and 
dedicated.” . 

She was highly regarded by 
faculty, staff and students as an 
innovator and a team builder, 
whose focus was on the stu- 
dents and on impacting change. 

“Wandarah was a great person 
and one of my favorite profes- 
sors. She was very challenging, 
but she was very inspiring. She 
was amazing,’ said Nataliya 
Nanchik, a Sac State alumna 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
social work. “I didn't even know 
she had cancer. She didn't really 
tell students that she was sick.” 


Anderson was born in Brook- 
lyn, N.Y., on Dec. 22, 1965. She 
received a master’s degree in 
social work from Norfolk State 
University in 1988. In 2004, she 
earned her doctorate in social 
work from the University of 
Utah. 

In 2001, she began at Sac State 
as a lecturer in social work. Two 
years later, she took a posi- 
tion as an associate professor. 
Anderson was a member of the 
National Association of Social 
Workers and the Council on 
Social Work Education. She also 
served on the editorial board of 
the Journal of Child Welfare. 

Anderson moved to Sacra- 
mento with her family when her 
husband, Joseph Anderson, was 
appointed department chair 
of the social work division. 
Bankhead said she was hired a 
few years later and established 
herself as much more than the 
wife of a prominent professor, 
but a critical thinking intellec- 
tual and a fantastic professor. 

In spite of her many struggles, 
Anderson remained positive 
and was always smiling, said 
her colleague Krishna Guadal- 
upe, professor of social work. 

On March 16, Anderson 
wrote on her Care Page in an 
entry titled “Drop of Water” 
about one of her joyous days of 
recovery, a day when her bed- 
room was not a “sick hospital 
surrogate.” 

In the entry, she described 
the discovery of a drop of water 
on an eyelash, her first hair 
growth since her hair loss from 
chemotherapy. 

“I am bewitched by this fresh 
green mint drop of sustenance 
on a newly formed hair,’ she 
wrote. “The drop surrendered 
to gravity. Trillions of pale blue 
pearls slope down the shower 
door and they shout, ‘glorious, 
glorious driblet ... how you 
shine us through. Today was 
one hair, tomorrow they'll be 
two,’ 


Guadalupe said his former 
colleague and friend was an 
outstanding human being 
whose team building skills were 
strong and attitude was simple 
yet profound. 

“Tt is hard to describe in 
words the type of human being 
that she was; Guadalupe said. 
“She was the kind of person 
who walks the talk. She was a 
great role model and will be 
very missed.” . 

Anderson is survived by her 
husband and her three children, 
Bailey, 22; and twins Sean and 
Caitlin, 20. She is.also sur- 
vived by her mother, Margaret 
Wagner; stepfather, Timothy 
Wagner; and two brothers, 
Charles Gregory and Timothy 
Wagner Jr. Her love for her 
friends and family was strong, 
and she wrote about it often in 
her Care Page. 

“T feel very grateful to have 
so many friends and family 
surrounding me with love and 
support; she wrote. “Somehow, 
before I got sick, I didn't realize 
how much I took all of that for 
granted. Now it’s like this mo- 
mentous gift that I carry with 
me everywhere I go.” 

Once her cancer returned this 
year, friends and family teamed 


- together to create Wandarah’s 


Light, a donation site to help 
fund treatment for Anderson’s 
sarcoma that was not funded by 
her insurance. 

After Anderson lost her 
18-month battle, her family ex- 
pressed their wish for donations 
to be made in her honor to the 
American Cancer Society. 

“She was taken from us too 
soon, but she made a more 
lasting impression than many 
of us will make in a lifetime?’ 
her husband said: “As we always 


said when we parted, I'll see... 


you later, sweetheart.” 








Chin explores 
the world of 
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Ryan Chin, director of strategic communications at Sac 
State, is running for a Sacramento City Council seat. 


By INNA GRITSAK 
igritsak@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State's Director 
of Strategic Communications 
Ryan Chin is running for Sacra- 
mento City Council, District 7. 

Chin hopes to strengthen 
and broaden a business base in 
Sacramento and to expand the 
city’s role in education. He said 
his experiences and educational 
background would bring a new 
voice and new leadership to the 
city council. . 

“Really, how (Sac State) af- 
fected me in terms of being a 
city council campaign member 
is, again, reminding me of the 
importance of what education 
is; Chin said. 

Chin has worked at Sac 
State for just over a-year. He 
is particularly impressed by 
the diversity in the Sac State 
student body. 

“The people at Sacramento 
State are serving just a terrific 
variety of students and if I can 
do that at the city council level, 
then know I’m 'going'to make 
a difference,’ Chin said. 


" his undergraduate degree and 


then went on to study at UC 
Davis for his Master of Business 
Administration. 

Prior to his job as director of 
strategic communications at Sac 
State, Chin worked at Stanford 
University as associate director 
of marketing in the school of 
engineering. 

Although Chin has studied 
and worked with students from: 
multiple schools, he values the 
motivation of Sac State students 
the most. 

“Tlove the Sac State students. 
‘They are there with a real sense 
that they need to get their 
degree to improve their life,’ 
Chin said. “I’ve met students at 
Berkeley and Stanford that, I 
think, they consider their edu- 
cation and how they got there 
for granted” 

Chin was also a policy 
planning commissioner for 
Sacramento County. He said he 
enjoys seeing people strive for 
bigger and greater things and 
challenging himself to take the 


“= next step up. 


 L think he has the highest 


“A native Of Southern Cali, alle eAtre' 


fornia, Chin attended Cal for 


see Chin | page A6 
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Urban Village: 


EDITORIAL 


Do YOUR PART. 
AND GRADUATE 


It is getting harder and 
harder for students to gradu- 
ate. 

To succeed, students need 
to motivate themselves. 

The state of California, 
in an attempt to deal with 
its own budget problems, 
cut $583 million from the’ 
California State University 
system. 

The CSU system needed all 
of us to make sacrifices. 

Even before this poor 
economy took its toll on 
the CSU system, fewer than 
half of its students were not 
graduating. 

Only 42 percent of Sacra- 
mento State students who 
started their education were 
able to graduate in six years, 
according to the National 
Center for Education Statis- 
tics. 

The evaluation, started in 
2002, covered 22 of the 23 
CSU campuses. 

The study continued until 

' 2008. 

Sacramento State did not 
meet these 22 universities’ 
average graduation rate. 

That was before furloughs 
started removing professors 
from the classroom. 

But the CSU needed to 
furlough faculty just to stay 
open. 

And while this might seem 
dismal, the administra- 
tion has been trying to help 
students. tt 


Private health insurance 
doesn’t work. Today, 47 
million Americans live 
either without health in- 
surance or in spite of it. 

Today, one sixth of the 
richest country in the 
history of the world goes 
without adequate medi- 
cal care. These people go 
without because they can't 
afford insurance, can't 
afford good insurance, or 
have been denied insur- 
ance because of a pre- 
existing condition. 

This is a market failure. 
Costs have spiraled out 
of control and premiums 
are too expensive. Many 
middle-class families that 
don't qualify for Medicare 
and don't have employer- 
based insurance face dif- 
ficult decisions. 

These.families are forced 
into a zero-sum game. 

The biggest roadblock to 
America’s foray into mod- 
ern health coverage, of 
course, is the Republican 
Party and its misguided 
attempt to kill reform lest 
it benefit the Democrats’ 
reelection hopes. 

It’s disappointing that 
Republicans can’t see how 
health care reform would 
benefit them as well. If 
you want to pay lower 
premiums and have more 
money in your pocket, you 
should support health care 

. reform. 

As a taxpayers we are all 
victims of a hidden tax in 
the health care system. 

When those 47 million 
Americans finally seek 
medical attention be- 
cause they cannot afford 
preventive care they land 
in emergency rooms that 


The Strategic Planning 
Council has been one of 
the administration's best 
creations. 

Created in 2006, the coun- 
cil is made up of students, 
faculty and members of the 
administration. 

The council’s current plan 
aims to raise our graduation 
rate to 46 percent by assess- 
ing problem areas within 
our university. 

The State Hornet wants 
to see the members of our 
university send a message to 
our state government. 

But the Hornet has to be 
realistic. 

Some students do not want 
to get involved with poli- 
tics, even if governmental 
decisions directly affect their 
lives. 

The Hornet is not here to 
force students to become 
activists. 

But in these times, stu- 


- dents do need to take 


responsibility for their own 
education. 

To do this, students should 
use Sac State's support 
services. 

These services can be 


‘found all over our campus. 


The Writing Center in 
Calaveras Hall is a valuable 
resource for students. 

Especially early on in 
the semester, students can 
walk in and get an appoint- 
ment with a counselor for a 


Guest Column 


must treat them. 

Those costs are much 
higher than actually seek- 
ing preventive care to fix 
small health issues before 
they become big ones. 

As it is now, health care 
is too expensive; thus the 
uninsured only show up 
with big problems and 
they cannot pay their bills. 

This cost is then passed 
on to the taxpayer through 
a hidden tax - higher pre- 
miums. As a result, Amer- 
ica continues to lumber 
forth with an inefficient, 
costly health care system 
created and sustained by 
for-profit health insurance 
companies. 

Ultimately, insurance 
companies must act on 
their impulse to make 
money. If they don't, 
they'll be run out of busi- 
ness. Profits are padded by 
excluding the old and the 
sick - to say nothing of the 
poor, who never had the 
chance to be excluded in 
the first place. 

Meanwhile, health insur- 
ance companies select the 
healthiest and the young- 
est to offer their insur- 
ance plans. This is a clear 
example of how health 
insurance does not fit the 
preference for a free mar- 
ket industry. 

Last weekend, Congress- 
woman Doris Matsui came 
to Sacramento touting a 
package of bills to be voted 
on by Congress in the 
coming weeks on health 
care reform. The pack- 
age includes public choice 
elements, market mecha- 
nisms, and a public option. 

‘This should be attractive 
policy for Republicans - 


one-on-one tutoring session, 


' assistant coordinator Mandy 


Proctor said. 

The cost of attending any 
university is expensive. 

But student loans can give 
relief to students who could 
not normally afford college. 

Scholarships - even the 
smallest ones - can help pay 
for your college education. 

And while books can cost 
a lot, the library can help. 

The Reserve Book Room, 
on the second floor of the 
library, has course materialss 
for more than 1,500 classes. 

Professors choose what 
course materials are put in 
this room for students to 
check out. 

Sac State, in spite of budget 
cuts, is still able to support 
its students. 

Compromising your 
education is not an option. 
Get involved in your own 
success. 


CSU graduation rate 
percentages: 


East Bay 74 
San Louis Obispo 69 


Maritime Academy 62 
Sacramento 42 
Monterey Bay 39 
Dominguez Hills 34 
Los Angeles 31 





spur competition, promote 
efficiency, and control 
prices through market op- 
tions and choice. 

The Democrats have 
tabled a plan that uses 
market mechanisms by 
creating a public option 
which will be affordable 
and that people can choose 
to buy into. People that 
like their existing plans 
can keep them. 

By spreading insurance 
risk and working as a non- 
profit, Democrats push the 
public option because it 
will be cheaper and force 
private companies to im- 
prove their pricing or the 
quality of care to compete. 

By supporting reform 
you will no longer be 
paying higher premiums 
because the public option 
will create competition 
which will lower costs. 

Because people are 
insured, you will no longer 
be bearing the burden of 
someone who is unin- 
sured. We will no longer 
be paying a hidden tax. 

This reform package is 
a true example of how 
helping others can actually 
help all of us. This package 
will help 47 million Amer- 
icans get the care they 
need, have peace of mind, 
protect their families, and 
level the playing field for 
everyone. 

At the same time this 
reform will help taxpay- 
ers and will lead to a 
more efficient health care 
system.01 


P< p<r< 
Sac State 
College Democrats 
\ csusdems@gmail.com 
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Wasting space 





By SAMANTHA PALILEO 
spalileo@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State is going un- 
der the knife for a multi-million 
dollar implant. 

An implant of sprawling com- 
mercial space, to be exact. 

According to Bob Shallit’s 
Oct. 6 article in the Sacramento 
Bee, University Enterprises Inc. 
is pushing a proposal to con- 
struct a “Harvard-square type 
urban village” 

The complex is to be funded 
by private contractors. When 
constructed, it will cover six 
to 18 acres of campus grounds 
with housing, retail, restaurants, 
and offices. 

The project seems like a posi- 
tive step forward at first glance. 
It could provide more job 
opportunities for students. Its 
revenues would also be shared 
with the campus, according to 
the Sacramento Bee article. 

No one could possibly object 
to more jobs and money. 

But with $500 million in 
“private funds” being dedicated 
to the urban village, which will 
be owned by UEI, the project is 


spurring concerns over the uni- — 


versity’s budgetary priorities. 

With the availability of mon- 
ey always up in the air, it is re- 
freshing to see it being invested 
toward bettering the campus. 
Creating more classroom space 
seems more important impor- 
tance over building more places 
to eat and shop now that such 
funding is available. 


But putting corporate inter- 
ests first is not a.surprise. 

The fact that a university 
representative is speaking on 
behalf of an independent com- 
mercial entity like UEI shows 
how Sac State already plays 
lapdog to corporations. 

’ John Kepley, special assistant 
to President Alexander Gonza- 
lez, not UEI, commented on the 
objectives of the project. 

“We make sure that any 
projects (University Enter- 
prises takes on) will benefit the 
university and its students,’ he 
said. “We want Sac State to have 
a positive impact on the com- 
munity” 

Golden intentions, but it is 
too little too late. Corporations 
have already infiltrated campus 
grounds. 

Follet owns our bookstore. 
Either pay the pretty penny for 
the convenience of textbook 
shopping at school or risk wait- 
ing weeks for cheaper books 
ordered from elsewhere. 

Coca-Cola lovers have long 
felt the sting from Pepsi’s 
monopolization over every soft 
drink fountain and vending 
machine on campus. 

Now, yet another commercial 
outlet is moving in. 

If students are the priority, 


and education is what we're 
here for, how does an “urban 
village” factor into that? 

The project, though promis- 
ing to benefit the campus and 
the student body, could actually 
be making some premature 
promises it cannot surely 
uphold. 

“Tt’s too early in the process to 
discuss that;’ Kepley said when 
asked about the project's rev- 


* enues that will be shared with 


the university. 

Prestige seems to be a strong 
motivator behind most of the 
cosmetic changes that have tak- 
en place on campus. We have 
new, shiny green signs in front 
of every hall. We even have 
trash and recycling receptacles 
with our school logo on them. 

I'm not exactly sure that 
pretty trash bins have positively 
impacted my educational expe- 
rience. An on-campus shopping 


center doesn't seem any more 


promising. 

It is admirable to want to 
embody the famed prominence 
that Harvard holds, but a mini 
mall is hardly the fast track to 
Ivy League status. 

Beauty is only sheet-rock 
deep and academic prowess 
isn't something you can gain 
with a nip and tuck. 
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The parking lot that will be turned into the Urban Village. 


Giving up water 





By DANIEL VASILCHUK _ 
dvasilchuk@statehornet.com 


Nestle Waters North America, 
a large water-bottling company, 
has been allowed by the Sacra- 
mento City Council to open a 
new bottling plant in Sacra- 
mento. According to Sacramen- 
to's Save Our Water website, the 
plant is set to open early 2010 
in Florin Fruitridge Industrial 
Park and will have access to the 
sierra foothills spring water. 

How will this bottling plant 
impact Sacramento? 

According to the Sept. 30 
Department of Water Resources 
drought update, the levels at 
water reservoirs were only 79 
percent of the regular average 
for August 2009. ‘The state is 
in its third consecutive year 
of drought, according to the 
DWR. 

Nestle’s plant would further 
deplete the state's already low 
water supply. California is 
already gearing up for another 
dry winter. We need to con- 
serve water, not use it up. 

On its website, Nestle claims 
that it would withdraw only 30 
million gallons of water yearly 


for its bottling operations. But 
Marty Hanneman, director of 
the city’s Department of Utili- 
ties, estimated Nestle would 
use between 78 million and 116 
million gallons of water, in a 
Sept. 14, 2009 memorandum to 
Mayor Kevin Johnson. 

While Nestle will be pay- 
ing for all of the water it uses, 
there is nothing stopping the 
bottling plant from pumping 
more to increase profit. With no 
immediate limit on how much 
water Nestle can withdraw, it is 
clear that this situation is ripe 
for abuse. 

Kristie Harris, spokeswoman 
for Save Our Water, said that 
having no clear city require- 
ments or restrictions placed on 
Nestle is a huge concern. 

“The fact that this is being 
done without any avenue for 
public input and without any 
environmental review makes it 
even more outrageous,” Harris 
said. 

Increasing water extraction 
and operations in Sacramento 
will also interfere with the en- 
vironment. Nestle’s operations 
will drain groundwater sources 
and spew out waste, such as 
polyethylene terephthalate 
pellets. 

These pellets are molded 
together to create the water 
bottles we drink out of. The 
pellets are also similar in size 
to what most animals and birds 
consider food. 

When these pellets end up in 
water streams, it puts the ma- 


rine life in danger of infection, 
or choking on them. 

And the bottles are not re- 
cycled by consumers very often. 

According to Earth911. 
com, a resource on recycling, 
only about 20 percent of these 
bottles are recycled in the 
United States. 

Such a low percentage means 
that more bottles will be go- 
ing to local landfills. With the 
amount of bottles Nestle will 
be producing, the likelihood is 
that most will end up at these 
landfills. 

The amount of carbon emis- 
sions Nestle would contribute ~ 
with the Sacramento plant is 
2 percent of the overall yearly 
emissions in the United States. 
With the United States already 
being the No. 2 carbon emitter 
in world, what reason is there 
to increase emissions, except 
for Nestle to make more water 
bottles and profit from it? 

One more thing to consider: 
Nestle does not exactly have a 
quiet past. In addition to other 
lawsuits, Nestle has repeatedly 
sued the town of Fryeburg, 
Maine, for not allowing it to 
expand its operations there. 

With much previous litiga- 
tion, Nestle could very well 
decide to sue the city of Sacra- 
mento if it is denied rights to 
expand in the future. 

Considering the environmen- 
tal impacts of a water-bottling 
plant, it is preposterous that the 
city is allowing Nestle to leech 
off our low water supply. 
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Discussion of Prop. 8 effects 


By JuLIA BAUM 
jbaum@statehornet.com 


Sacramento State faculty are 
hosting a symposium on Mon- 
day in the University Union's 
Hinde Auditorium to discuss 
how communities have been 
affected by and are dealing with 
the outcome of Proposition 8. 

The symposium, which is free 
and open to the public, is an all- 
day event and includes lectures, 
panel discussions and question- 
and-answer sessions. 

Jeffrey Mason, dean of the 
College of Arts and Letters, 
created the event in response to 
the resignation of Scott Eckern, 
the former artistic director 
for California Music Theater. 
Eckern received nationwide 
criticism last year after it was 
discovered he made donations 
to the Yes on 8 campaign. 

Mason said the symposium is 
meant to explore the reason- 
ing behind the arguments for 
and against gay marriage in an 


academic setting. He said he 
felt there was a lack of under- 
standing on both sides and 
holding an event to facilitate 
better communication would be 
beneficial to the campus. 

“In public, it appeared that 
(Eckern) felt the negative reac- 
tion to the position he took that 
he couldn't continue (his job),” 
Mason said. “That caught my 
interest because it seems to me 
a society like ours, anybody 
should be able to take a posi- 
tion” 

Mason decided a symposium 
would be the ideal environ- 
ment for faculty members to 
share their research with their 
coworkers and students. Faculty 


-members of the College of Arts 


and Letters were contacted and 
gathered to decide when to-hold 
the symposium. 

“It became clear that different 
people in the room had differ- 
ent views and decided to work 
together; Mason said. “We feel 
especially that with issues that 


are so sensitive ... even when . 
issues like (abortion) come up, 
we feel that we should be able to 
disagree” 

Thomas Pyne, chair of the 
department of philosophy, is 
one of several scheduled speak- 
ers at the symposium. Pyne said 
the symposium is an important 
contribution to the commu- 
nity because there are very few 
adequate outlets for peacefully 
discussing controversial topics. 

“Universities are the places 
where theoretical issues like this 
can be discussed by people who 
know what they're talking about 
in a dispassionate way, Pyne 
said. “This is what universities 
should be doing.” 

Pyne’s speech will be on mar- 
riage and moral realism, includ- 
ing what he calls “the intuition” 
He said “the intuition” is based 
on what is felt by a person and 
not necessarily based on fact. 

“The intuition is marriage be- 
tween a man and woman,’ Pyne 
said. “That's an intuition; it's 


not true by definition. Even 
people who wish to question 
the intuition share it” 

Pyne’s speech will focus on 
marriage traditionalist and 
naturalist arguments. He does 
not think marriage is natural 
to humans. and said marriage 
traditionalists will argue that 
heterosexual monogamy is 
better for society than any 
alternative arrangement. Pyne 
calls the arguments “highly 
intellectualized reasons” that 
are very theoretical. 

“I wanted to explain that 
initial reaction; Pyne said. 
“The marriage traditionalist 
is not ... an adequate account 
of why this intuition has the 
power that it does.” 

Brian DiSarro, assistant 
professor of government, will 
delve into the ties between © 
historical, cultural and politi- 
cal stances on gay marriage 
and equal rights and how they 
relate to each other. 


ROTC: Enlisting 
to afford school 


Continued | page Al 


programs. 

Service commitments are 
similar in the Air Force, 
though they can increase 
depending on the position 
attained. 

“Starting ROTC was prob- 
ably the best decision I have 
ever made,’ said Jessica Miller, 
junior communications major 
and Air Force ROTC cadet. 

Miller said she joined ROTC 
hoping to get a scholarship to 
pay for college. 

“I was adopted and the fam- 
ily that adopted me couldn't 
afford to send me to college 
because they already had five 
kids of their own,’ Miller said. 

Miller received a scholarship 
after her first semester in the 
ROTC program that pays for 
her tuition and books, and 
provides her with a monthly 
allowance of $450. 


Lt. Col. Roel Zamora, as- 
sistant professor of aerospace 
studies with the Air Force 
ROTC, said more students 
are considering the Air Force 
ROTC as an option to pay for 
school. 

“T encourage students to give 
ita shot? Zamora said. “Com- 
ing here doesn't mean they'll go 
straight to war. If they don't like 
what they hear they can leave, 
but I think it’s important to be 
informed” 
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Gonzalez: University says 
nepotism ts not the case 


Continued | page A3 


ment and demonstrated success 
in communication. 


After working for Sac State for © 


four years, the younger Gon- 
zalez has received more than 
$10,000 in promotions. He cur- 
rently earns $83,940 per year, 
though his pay did not increase 
with the job change, said John 
. Kepley, Public Affair’s special 

assistant to the elder Gonzalez. 

“All promotions, evaluations, 
wages, hours, and pretty much 
any terms of conditions of em- 
ployment, the president has no 
control of; Kepley said. 

Kevin Wehr, president of Sac 
State's chapter of the California 


Faculty Association, said the 
university is dealing with the 
situation in a bureaucratic way. 

“They're playing a semantic 
game. This does not pass the 
stink test,’ Wehr said. “Nepo- 
tism is as nepotism does.’ 

According to the nepotism 
policy administered by the vice 
president of Human Resources, 
“there shall be no bars” to ap- 
pointment of immediate family 
members in the same or differ- 
ent departments. 

The policy also states for.a 
relative to be hired, special writ- 
ten requests must be prepared 
for the head of the unit to 
review and approve. 

The younger Gonzalez was 


appointed in 2005 with the 
approval of both Sac State and 
CSU Human Resources divi- 
sions, Moraga said. 

According to the Nepotism 
Management Plan established 
for the younger Gonzalez’s 
new position, he reports to a 
manager of the vice president 
who “does not have any direct 
or indirect supervision to the 
relative.” 

Wehr said even with the 
fundraising experience the 
younger Gonzalez has, if any 
other student applied for a 
nearly $84,000 position with the 
campus, much more experience 
and a higher degree would be 
required for appointment. 


Chin: Sac State students 
strive for improvement 


Continued | page A4 


ethical and moral conduct I’ve 
seen, personally, as a commis- 
sion member,’ said Candice 
Fields, an attorney who served 
with Chin on the Sacramento 
County Policy Planning Com- 
mission. 

Fields said Chin has sincere 
consideration for the people he 
works with. 

“He makes great effort to give 
people a voice before making 
decisions that affect them,” 
Fields said. 

Chin is an active member of 
the Council of Asian Pacific Is- 
landers Together for Advocacy 
and Leadership. The organiza- 
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tion focuses on raising civic 
awareness and empowerment 
of its member organizations 
and of Sacramento's Asian and 
Pacific Islander Americans. 
Chin serves as chair for the 
Marketing and Media Commit- 
tee in the organization. 

“He is passionate about 
important issues,’ said Timothy 
Fong, chair of ethnic studies at 
Sac State. “He works well with 
people and works for consen- 
sus. He’s very genuine in his 
reasons to run for office, to 
improve the community” 

Fong, who is also a CAPITAL 
member and chair of the Edu- 
cation Committee, has worked 


ey, 
5 


with Chin on many projects. 
The most recent commu- 
nity project Chin worked on 
is called The Power of No. The 
conference, put together by 
CAPITAL, focuses on educat- 
ing middle’ and high school 
youth about dating violence 
and abusive relationships. 
Fong said he has no doubt 
Chin will carry out the goals he 
has for the city of Sacramento. 
“All my experiences with 
him, he’s focused very well on 
what needs to be done and 
accomplishes what needs to be 
done,” Fong said. “His running 
for office is not a pie in the sky 
pipe-dream.” 
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DANCER FOLLOWS HIS DREAMS 


By JENNIFER SIOPONGCO 
jsiopongco@statehornet.com 


Gino Platina, a Sacramento 
State alumnus who works as 
the student services center lead 
at Sac State, is making a name 
for himself in Sacramento with 
his knack for choreography. 

Along with choreographing 
for companies such as Artistic 
Differences and previously 
choreographing for-Sac State's 
dance departments, Gino 
Platina has won a few notable 
Northern California awards for 
theatrical artists who stand out 
‘in the community. 

Gino Platina has recently 
received the Bay Arty Award 
and the Elly Award for best 
choreographer for his version 
of the Broadway hit “Cats” at 
the Fairfield Center for Creative 
Arts. 

Gino Platina said Sac State 
opened a lot'of doors for him, 
especially since Linda Gor 
odrich, Sac State choreography 
chair, recommended him to 
Solano Repertory Theatre to 
choreograph “Cats.” 

Goodrich said that when a 
former graduate student need- 
ed a choreographer for “Cats,” 
she immediately thought of 


- Gino Platina because there was 


no one else like him in town. 

“He just came in with so 
much more experience than 
other students for choreograph- 
ing musical theater,’ Goodrich 
said. “We were a good critical 
eye for his work, and we really 
helped him explore new ideas 
for choreography, and gave him 
new tools for choreographing 
musical theater” 

Before choreographing 
“Cats,” Gino Platina was in 
local musicals such as “Fid- 
dler on The Roof” at the Fair 
Oaks ‘Theatre; “Joseph-and The 
Amazing Technicolor Dream 
Coat” at the Garbeau's Dinner 
‘Theater, and “The Pirates of 
Penzance” at the’Eagle Theatre. 

Gino Platina is currently cho- 

+ reographing for four different 
shows, including the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals’ benefit concert, which 
will be performed Saturday 
at the Convention Center in 
downtown Sacramento. 

He is also choreographing 
“The Singing Christmas Tree” 
for his church at the Capital 


Puortos Courtesy or Gino PLatina AND Grapuic By Mecan Harris 





Gino Platina, a Sac State alumnus, has been in numerous musicals. He also choreographs for community shows. 


Christian Center, located by 
Highway 50 and Bradshaw 
Road, for the Christmas season. 

Emily Cook, “Cats” dancer 
and senior dance major, said 
she is inspired by Gino as a 
choreographer because of the 
work he has done. 

“T think it’s impressive that 
he’s able to keep up with an 8 
a.m.-to-5 p.m. job, and do labs 
and choreograph many shows, 
Cook said. “I know he choreo- 
graphs different projects on the 
side and J think it’s inspiring to 
the rest of us because he has a 
regular job for a living and does 
what he wants.” 

Even after all his success 
in dance theater, including 
previously winning the Elly in 
2003 for the choreography of 
“The Wiz; Gino Platina is still 
humble about his achievements. 

“My motto is if you have to 
boost about your own talent, 
maybe your talent isn't really 
there,’ he said. “Most people 
know of this award (the Elly) 
because they've heard and seen 
about it. I don't go ‘yay and yay’ 
just because I won? 

Gino Platina said he gets 


_his dancing abilities from his 


mother. 

“My mom and all her side 
of the family and everybody 
would break into dancing at 
family functions, and Id learn 
salsa and meringue,’ Gino 
Platina said. 

Gino Platina also said he got 
his athleticism from his father, 
who was a football player for 
Sac State in the 1950s. 

“He brought more of my ath- 
letic side out, so in high school 
I did football, track, tennis, and 
somehow the dancing came 
out,’ Gino Platina said. 

Joe Platina, Gino Platina’s 
father, said he was never a good 
dancer, but supports Gino Pla- 
tina in his ability to be a great 
dancer. 

“Dance is being an athlete be- 
cause (Gino Platina) has aches 
and pains just like a football 
player getting banged up ina 
game; Joe Platina said. 

Gino Platina said he is a 
hybrid dancer because of the 
qualities he received from his 
parents. 

“T don't look like the typical 
dancer, I’m not a skinny little 
thing,” Platina said. “I'm built 


‘see Platina| page B3 





Club has original Monologues on sex 
plaque returned 


By CoLe MAYER 
cmayer@statehornet.com 


The general sentiment on 
campus Oct. 12 was one of not 
wanting to be at school. It was a 
day when most college campus- 
es and businesses were celebrat- 
ing Columbus Day as a day off. 
Instead, Sacramento State was 
celebrating Indigenous People’s 


Day with an annual event. 
$ % 





Trevor Super, junior busi- 
ness administration major and 
president of the campus club ~ 
Ensuring Native Indian Tradi- 
tions, said the club is striving 
to get a better commemorating 

laque that explains the history 
of the Tree of Peace. Super said 
the club is displeased with how 
the current plaque is covered in 
the grass. 

“We as a club are making 


a stand because there is a 
monument to this tree that 
students can't see,’ Super said. 
“We want to bring it out of the 
ground” 

Vince La Pena, a local Na- 
tive American, was preparing 


to teach the audience a tradi- © 


tional gambling game when 
the unexpected happened. 


see ENIT|, page B3 
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The original: plaque that accompanied the Tree of Peace was given to the ENIT club 
during the Indigenous People’s Day event. : 


By MIRANDA MARSALLA 
mmarsalla@statehornet.com 


The play “Sex Talk” present- 
ed a distinctive theatrical pro- 
duction about sex, romance, 
relationships and dating as 


~ it graced Sacramento State's 


Hinde Auditorium Saturday 
and Sunday. 

“Sex Talk” written and 
produced by Gaelika Brown, 
is a play composed entirely 
of three female monologists 
who share stories of sex and 
life. Brown said she wanted 


-to write about a topic that : 
would relate to college-aged — 


students. 

“People my age don't really 
go to see theater and when 
they think of theater, they 
always think of Shakespeare 
and no one is really into 
Shakespeare, so I wanted 
to create something that I 
thought my peers would 
enjoy, Brown said. “The first 
thing that comes to mind is 
sex.” 

Brown started by writing 
just the opening monologue 
and eventually turned her 
work into a series of mono- 
logues. She describes “Sex 
Talk” as being an episodic 
play because the characters 
don't have that much dialogue 
with each other. : 

The three women remained 
nameless throughout the play 
and rose from their chairs to 
tell their distinctive stories. 


Each character represented 


a different female persona. 


? 
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Actors from left to right: Laura Vida, Gaelika Brown, 
and Julia Meese perform in “Sex Talk,” a play written by 
Brown about three women who share their 21st century 


sexual encounters through intermingling monologues. 


Woman one is determined to 
find the perfect man, woman 
two does not believe in love, 
and woman three will do any- 
thing for love. 

Julia Meese, senior theater 
major at Sac State, is woman 
three in “Sex Talk” Meese said 
that in “Sex Talk? each woman's 
story is different, but all mold 
together to tell a meaningful 
narrative. 

Meese’s character told 
stories of love and the hard- 
ships she experienced through 
her close relationships with 
others. Through monologue, 
woman three revealed her heart 
wrenching encounters with the 
death of both her mother and 
husband. ; 

Messe said that although the 


‘ 


play is called “Sex Talk; it is not 
entirely about sex. 

“Some sex stories are really 
fun and some are really sad. 
But, at the same time, it’s also 


_ deeper than that. It’s about these 


women and their encounters 


“with men and how they deal 


with men in their own personal 
and private way, Meese said. 
‘Brown, who plays female two, 
said the three female characters 
are based on her life experi- 
ences and her own personal 
relationships with others. 

“All (characters) come from 
friends and just people that I 
encounter. To me, it just seems 
like whenever I meet a person 
or a woman, not to stereotype, 


‘see Sex| page B3 
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KSSU nominated for Radio Woodie Award 


By KATRINA TUPPER 
, ktupper@statehornet.com 


For the second year in a row, 
Sacramento State’s student- 
run radio station, KSSU 1530 
AM, has been nominated for a 
“College Radio Woodie Award, 
which is handed out by MTV 
University. Last year, KSSU 
triumphed over all college radio 
stations west of the Mississippi 
River; this year, the station aims 
to take the whole nation. 

‘The Radio Woodie honors 
college radio stations that are 
making an impact in new and 
emerging music and trends. 

Mikey Bubonik, senior an- 
thropology major and adviser 
of unsigned music at KSSU, said 
the station makes a conscious 
effort to discover new talent’on 
a weekly basis. Bubonik said 
he attends underground shows 
practically every weekend 
in order to be up-to-date on 
emerging music and trends. 

Suzie Kuo, adviser of KSSU, 
said that any college radio sta- 
tion can apply to be nominated 
for the Radio Woodie. From 
those entries, 200 stations are 
selected and placed on the 
Internet for open voting by stu- 
dents, faculty and community 
members. The list of nominees 
shrinks every week. 

Bubonik said winning a 
Woodie would definitely benefit 
KSSU as a whole. 

“It's a good key point to pass 
onto the people upstairs. Like 


any program on campus, we're 
fighting for funding and if we 
can approach authority and 
say mtvU is calling us the best 
in the nation, we can go a long 
way, Bubonik said. 

Kuo said she feels a great 


sense of accomplishment being — 


placed in the top-25 for the 
second year in a row. She said 
that winning the Radio Woodie 
would add to the historical 
significance of the station. 

“Tt really drives home the 
point that if you have a student 
program on campus and the 
students are involved and dedi- 
cated, then something good will 
definitely come of it,” Kuo said: 

Eric Conte, executive produc- 
er of the mtvU Woodie Awards, 
said that emerging music is the 
heart of mtvU. Conte said that 
mtvU was established sometime 
after MTV acquired the College 
Television Network. 

Conte said many people 
underestimate college radio 
stations and the influence they 
have on the modern day music 
scene. 

“College radio stations are im- 
portant to the new music scene 
because they are the ones play- 
ing music the students love and 
exposing them to new artists 
before they achieve mainstream 
success,’ Conte said. 

Bubonik said there is a lot 
more opportunity to be exposed 
to new music on college radio 
because of the exclusivity often 
found in the music.industry. He 
said college radio gives artists 


another route to popularity 
without having to “sell out” 

“College radio is making its 
resurgence which is largely due 
to our generation's mind-set 
where the label may not mean 
everything,’ Bubonik said. 
“MtvU is walking hand-in-hand 
with that” 

Conte said the awards were 


established by college students — 


in 2004 in an attempt to propel 
some of their favorite acts into 
stardom. He said college radio 
stations have a legacy of tap- 
ping into artists before they hit 
mainstream channels. 

Conte said that because the 
mtvU Woodie Awards fo- _ 
cuses on college radio, many 
“unknown” artists who win a 
Woodie are recognized and 
eventually exposed nationwide. 

Conte said winning the Radio 
Woodie would bring direct 
national exposure to KSSU. 

“Since the first ‘mtvU Woodie 
Awards, artists such as Fallout 
Boy (Streaming Woodie ‘04), 
the Killers (Breaking Woodie 
“04), Death Cab for Cutie 
(Best Video Woodie ‘05), Plain 
White. T’s (Breaking Woodie 
“06), Boys Like Girls (Breaking 
Woodie ‘07) and Gym Class 
Heroes (Woodie of the Year ‘07) 
catapulted to new heights after 
winning big at the Woodies,’ 
Conte said. é 

Kuo said KSSU has higher 
hopes of making it further into 
the final rounds of the competi- 
tion than in the past. 

“We are considered very valu- 


able in our campus community 
and in Sacramento because we 
are the only remaining alterna- 
tive, student-produced radio 
station in the Sacramento area. 
We've always been alternative 
student programming and it’s 
really set us apart from other 
stations,’ Kuo said. 

Conte said each of the final- 
ists are worthy of the Woodie 
Award, including KSSU. 

“KSSU is a great student-run 
station that really seems to 
capture the voice of the students 
and play the music that they 
love,’ Conte said. “(MtvU) 
absolately think(s) KSSU is 
worthy of this award-- all of 
the stations among the nomi- 
nees are. These stations are the 
vanguards of new music with 
incredibly talented staff who 
are committed to making their 
stations the best” 

Voting for the Woodies 
can be found online at www. 
woodies.mty.com and will be 
available now through Noy. 16. 
For Sac State students, faculty, 
or friends who wish to vote 
for KSSU as best in the nation 
can visit www.kssu.com where 


\a link is available that directly 


connects students to the Col- 
lege Radio Woodie Award poll. 
Next Monday, the category will 
be narrowed down to a smaller 
list of finalists. Students can 


_ then vote on those finalists 


from Monday to Nov. 9. 

The winner will be an- 
nounced during the Woodie 
Awards on Nov. 18. 


Graruic By Mecan Harris 


How to vote for KSSU as Best College 
Radio Station in the nation: 


. 







www.kssu.com. 
www.woodies.mtv.com. 


Péople can vote now through Nov. 16. 
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Jasmine Pettis, club presi- 
dent, shows members of 
the club their new T-shirts. 


Students who are 
interested in joining the 
Club can © 


Public Heal 
e-mail Pettis at 
jaepetti@gmail.com. 
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Wanted: 


By AMBER WERTMAN 
 awertman@statehornet.com 


The Public Health Club at 
Sacramento State not only takes 
an interest in networking, but 
it also strives to give backand ~ 
to raise awareness within the 
Sacramento community. 

The Public Health Club was 
founded in 2001 by Melinda 
Seid and was formally known as 
the Health Society. 

Jasmine Pettis, senior health 
science major and club presi- 
dent, said the club’s two main 
goals are to bea pipeline for 
students trying to gain admis- 
sion into the public health 
graduate program at UC Davis 
and to serve as a networking 
club. 

“We work closely with the 
health science department. 
We're all about advocacy, 
education, supplementing our 
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Teacher Education 


Institute 
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Teacher Credential Program With 
San Francisco State University 
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CLUB CORNER | PUBLIC HEALTH CLUB 


Club helps graduates in public health field | 


education through community 
events, and just getting a greater 
awareness about things that are 
going on that involve public 
health,’ Pettis said. 

Christine Hoyt, senior health 
science major and club vice 
president, said that joining the 


° 





club is a good way for students 
to meet other students within 
the public health field. 

“The Sac State Public Health 
club - it has been a great way to 
get other members in the health 
sciences major to socialize and 
get to know one another and 





Grand Opening Special! aux 


have camaraderie within the 
major,’ Hoyt said. 
The club’s upcoming event 


Pettis said the purpose of this 
campaign is to raise student 
awareness of the cleanliness of 
called the “Be Smart With Body the environment where stu- 
Art” campaign will be going dents get tattooed and pierced 
on from 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on in. 

Nov. 16 to’19 in the Library “(We are) just raising aware- 
Quad. ness of hepatitis C,’ Pettis said. 
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Dr. James Vandal 
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SACRAMENTO: 2935 arden way 916.972.9900 
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Come join us every Wednesday night at 
Sacramento's newest swing dance venue! 
Lesson starts at 7pm, 

Open dancing 8pm-upm! 


Sweet n Hot | 


128 J St 
Sacramento, CA 
95814 


(Inside Tango by the River, Old Sac) } 


} Cove, Only gen 


' www.SweetnHotDance.com 
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Platina: Choreographer dances despite many surgeries 


Continued | page B1 


like a football player, but for 
some reason dancing came 
naturally once I started going” 

When Gino Platina was ma- 
joring in dance at Sac State, he 
said he learned about all differ- 
ent types of choreographers. He 
said this helped to guide him 
into how he wanted to choreo- - 
graph dances and shows. 

“(The theatre and dance 
department) teach that dance 
has no boundaries, so it could 
be about anything. Choreogra- 
phers will take styles, like cul- 
tural ones, and mix them with a 
dance style,“ Gino Platina said. 

In Gino Platina’s recently cho- 
reographed Bollywood piece in 
Sac State's “Performance Mix” 
concert this year, he said he 
took the Bollywood influence 


and choreographed it by trying 


to mesh the Bollywood style 
with his modern dance style. 

Cook said Gino Platina is 
very clear in what he wants 
when he is teaching choreog- 
raphy. 

“He demonstrates a lot of the 
movement he want us to do,” 
Cook said. “There's no ques- 
tions when he does a move- 
ment.” 

Roxanne Payan, a Sac State 
alumna and dancer in Joe Pla- 
tina's version of “Cats, said she 
thinks he is great because he 
can work on the spot. 

“You can tell he has a vision 
when he comes in,’ Payan said. 
“He's organic on stage and it 
reads well on stage and people 
can tell the feeling of what he’s 
trying to get across.” 

Cook believes that all the 
awards Gino Platina has won, 
especially in musical theater, are 
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Gino Platina, a student and employee of Student Ser- 
vices, choreographed a number for Capitol Christian 

Center’s annual Singing Christmas Tree on Thursday. 
Platina has won multiple awards. 


well-deserved because some- 
times he does not necessarily 
have the most technical dancers 
in his shows. 

“He's able to manipulate the 
choreography that he wants and 
make the company he’s been 
hired by look really good,* 
Cook said. 

Gino Platina’s father said he 
has attempted to convince him 
to retire from dancing because 
of his four knee surgeries and 
recently ripped hamstring, 
however, Gino Platina said he 
will keep going until his body 
cannot do it anymore. 

“My body is kind of going 
downhill and doctors tell me to 
stop dancing, but if I do there's 
nothing else,’ he said. “I don't 
know what to do. Dancing is 
life. It becomes such a part 
of you to where you can't do 
anything else.” 





Payan said she feels like Gino 
Platina has taken Sacramento 
over by storm. 

“Tt’s amazing as far as him 
being where he is now. I can't 
imagine him not being in New 
York on Broadway,’ Payan said. 


Gino Platina has 
recently received 
the Elly Award. The 
Elly Award honors 
outstanding achieve- 


ments of artists in the 
Sacramento area. 


Source: 
Www.sarta.com/ 
elly-entryform.htm. 
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E. Nathan Jones, adjunct fac- 
ulty for the Theatre and Dance 
Department, stepped out of 
the audience and presented the 
club with the original, smaller 
plaque that accompanied the 
tree. The plaque had come 
into his possession some years 
before when a new irrigation 
system was installed to prevent 
the tree from dying. 

Jones said he had kept the 
original memorial in his office 
since then, but felt it should go 
to the club. 

Super, who was surprised 


~ when Jones gave him the 


plaque, said he was glad that 
Jones had been saving the 
plaque in his office. 

“We thought it was a good 
gesture that he made,’ Super 
said. “He actually took it and 


‘ 
saved it, rather than disregard 
it, so that it would get back to 


‘the tree. I was happy that he 


saw us, understood what we 
were there for, and that he felt 
we could put it back.” 

The club also has more plans 
for the tree itself. 

“We are going to clean the 
tree up, get rid of the dead 
branches, (and) get more water,” 
Super said. “The tree doesn't 
sit on a water supply area. It’s 
separated from a water supply, 
so we need to get extra atten- 
tion on that.” 

Ricardo Torres, an adviser 
for ENIT, said: the event was 
created to celebrate indigenous 
people instead of Christo- 
pher Columbus’ discovery of 
America. 

The group at the event, 
consisting primarily of Na- 
tive Americans, gathered to 


celebrate the day and their 
culture by having a workshop 
on empowerment. 

Maggie Steele, a self- 
proclaimed peacemaker and 
community activist, was the 
presenter for the workshop. 
The workshop focused on the 
Native American symbol of the 
medicine wheel, representing 
knowledge and rebirth. The 
medicine wheel is a circle of life 
and a passing of knowledge to 
future generations. 

Steele said two things de- 
stroyed the Native American 
people when Columbus came. 

“The white man brought the 
liquid and the black book - al- 
cohol and the Bible,’ Steele said. 
“They called us heathens, for 
our worship of ‘idols’ such as 
the eagle, really only a manifest 
of creation. It turned Native 
Americans into non-humans.” 


Steele said the presentation 
was meant to better people and 
to raise cultural awareness. 

“It's to create awareness, 
motivation, and inspiration, to 
see how it is, what we are as a 
society, Steele said. “We can't 
really be a better nation or soci- 
ety until we look at our history. 
It's not to create guilt, but create 
awareness - to have healing. It’s 
for education. It’s to feel more 
united as human beings and 
that takes getting to know each 
other.” 

After the workshop, the audi- 
ence was taken to the Tree of 
Peace located in front of Shasta 
Hall. 

Viola Brooks, graduate 
student in public policy and 
administration, better known 
by her Native American name 
Chummykianee or “Chummy; 
burned sage and angelica root 
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Sage and angelica root were burned as a way to make 


prayers to the Tree of Peace. 


as a way of making prayers to 
the tree as she waved smoke 
from the burning plants over 
participants. 

Kenneth Christenson, a high 


school student, said he enjoyed 
the entire event. 

“The presentation really made 
me think about my future,” 
Christenson said. 





sex: Play benefits coalition 


Continued | page B1 


but you can fit them into a box,’ 
Brown said. “I just created the 
three types of women that I 


think are the most common.” 
Veronica Sander, an audience 
member at Saturday’s perfor- 
mance, said that she did not 
know what to expect from “Sex 
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Above: Gaelika Brown plays Woman Two in her play 


titled, “Sex Talk.” 


Below: Actors left to right - Laura Vida, Gaelika Brown, 
and Julia Meese share stories about sex, romance, rela- 


tionships, dating, and STD’s. 
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Talk” Sander said that the issues 
addressed throughout the play 
are things that every woman 
faces throughout her life. 

Although Sander could relate 
to many different aspects of 
the play, she said she identified 
more with Brown's character. 

“She is the kind that puts up 
walls and pushes people away 
and that is very much myself? 
Sander said. 

Laura Vidal, woman one in 
“Sex Talk; is a graduate from 
UC Santa Barbara with a bach- 
elor’s degree in Chicana/o stud- 
ies. Vidal said she heard about 
“Sex Talk” and knew she wanted 
to play a part in its production 
after seeing a previous perfor- 
mance at Sac State. 

Throughout the play, woman 
one struggles to find a man that 
meets her high standards. 

“T think I relate to the char- 
acter because I am picky; Vidal 
said. “All the stuff with her stan- 
dards, I struggle with that too” 

Vidal said she was curious 
to see the dialogue that people 
have on their car rides home 
because she thinks that “Sex 
Talk” is relatable to all audience 
members. 

“T just like the topics that 
it brings up. I think they are 
funny and I think everyone can 
relate to one of the women,” 
Vidal said. 

Jessica Spohn, senior nutri- 
tion and food major, said “Sex 
Talk” was a very interesting and 
thought provoking perfor- 
mance. Spohn said plays like 
“Sex Talk” are*important to 
have at Sac State because the 
performance touches upon 
different perspectives of sex that 
are applicable to everyone. 

“T think I can relate to kind of 
all of it at some time or another 
throughout my life. Each char- 
acter has specific characteristics 
that we have all gone through,’ 
Spohn said. 

“Sex Talk's” production was ~ 
co-sponsored by Sac State's 
Women’s Resource Center and 
the Student Health Center. 

Part of the proceeds from last 
weekend's performances will 
benefit the National Ovarian 
Cancer Coalition to benefit 
cancer awareness. 

Last weekend's performance 
was Brown’s third production of 
“Sex Talk” 


Check Out The Show Wicked @ Orpheum Ma SF 
Tickets Available @ ticketmastercom 


Halloween Weekend 
Inside Faces * 21+ With Valid I.D. 


Friday, Oct. 30 - Saturday, Oct. 31 
Costume Contests With Cash & Prizes 


FACES 21+ 


Advance Tickets Available Online @ faces.net 
20th & K St.* Sacramento * (916) 448-7798 * myspace.com/facessac 


For 78+ Check Out Bojangles Inside Club21 


Wednesday, Oct. 28th For DIRTY DIZNEY! 
BYATILOMMAN KHOU] OO CclecIN (cas VAL Olt LOO 





W119 21st Street * Sacramento * myspace.com/clubbojangles 











STATE HORNET PHOTO ESSAY |SAC 


. 


Sac State Games Ro 








HANAN SALEM State Hornet 





Hanan SALEM State Hornet 


« JPRyYan 


ttn Dec Lie te Nae i hii atin tne inane na nt pee . 1 en 




























Wepnespay- Octosper21 ase 





esos neo cence aces 








SAY |SAC STATE THROUGH THE LENS 


m: A Place to Escape 
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J.P. Ryan State Hornet 


J.P. Ryan State Hornet 








Looking to get away from midterm stress? Look no fur- 
her: the Sac State Games Room offers entertainment and 
un without a hefty price tag. 

The Games Room is located in the University Union 
across from Java City and offers billiard tables, table tennis 
and video games for an hourly fee of $5. Tables and con- 
soles can also be reserved by clubs and organizations for 
special events. 

Daniel Fernandez, junior computer engineer major, said 
e enjoys spending his free time playing Rock Band with 









“T like coming (to the game room); Fernandez said. “It’s 
ind of like playing real drums. It feels good and it’s a 
orkout kind of? 
The Games Room also offers tournaments at no Avie. 
e 8 Ball and Tennis Tournament will be held on Nov. 13, 
hile the Video Game tournament will be held on Dec. 4. 
Hao Phan, junior accountant major, said she frequents the 
Games Room to fine-tune her pool playing skills. 

“Tm practicing for the next tournament,’ Phan said. “I am 
going to beat the last tournament champion.” | 
For more information visit: 
www.union.csus.edu/games_room. 




























Games Room Hours 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday to Ty 
2 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday 


J2-RyYan State Hornet 


“noon to8 p.m. Saturday 
noon to 10 p.m. Sunday — 





J.P. Ryan State Hornet 
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A Leacve or Tuer Own 


WOMEN’S 
SOCCER 


at MONTANA 
OCT. 16. 


TIE 2-2 


at EASTERN 
WASHINGTON 
OCT. 18 
L 1-0 


MEN’S 
SOCCER 


vs. AIR FORCE 
OCT. 16 


W 2-0 


vs. DENVER 
OCT. 18 


W 2-1 


On the win against Air Force: 


Max Alvarez, 

Freshman forward: 

“T think we played all right.- 
For the first half, we domi- 
nated in the first half but in 
the second half we let them 
play for a little bit and we’ 
kind of lost our pace pass- 
ing the ball around. We let 
them play for a little bit and 
made them think they were 
still in this game.” 


Michael Linenberger, 
Head coach: 

“T thought we played really 
well during the first 20 to 
25 minutes of the first half. 
I thought our soccer was 
very good, I thought we 
were clearly dominant, we 
were dangerous and I was 
very pleased with that” 


FOOTBALL 


at WEBER STATE 
OCT. 17 
L 49-10 


Marshall Sperbeck, 

Head ¢oach: _ 
“Although we had a disap- 
pointing weekend losing 
to Weber State, I’m still 
proud of my team. We 
have a big game coming 
up against Montana with 
loyal fans and we're ready 
to take them on” 


WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL 


at SAN JOSE STATE 
OCT. 13 


W 3-2 


vs. MONTANA STATE 
OCT. 16 


W 3-0 


vs. MONTANA 
OCT. 17 


L3-0 


WOMEN’S 
GOLF 


HAWKEYE 
INVITATIONAL 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 

OCT. 17-18 


11m Place 


CROSS-COUNTRY 


SANTA CLARA 
INVITATIONAL 
OCT. 17 


- 4n Place 





“| think managing the league, talking to the coaches, marketing the league, trying to get people to come to our games - | think the whole aspect 
of running a baseball league falls in line with becoming a general manager,” 


Donte Morris, senior business major, co-president of the Morris League 


Brothers hone 


business skills 


' By DustIN Noster 
dnosler@statehornet.com 


When the Morris Baseball 
League was formed, founders 
Dominic and Donte Morris, 
had bigger visions for it. They 
realized there was a niche 
that could be filled with 
baseball. 

Dominic, a marketing 
major, and Donte, a general 
management major, said they 
are operating the league as a 
business, as well as playing in it. 

“Running the league might 
help me, as far as a workload, 
doing what needs to be done, 
what is demanded of you,’ 
Dominic Morris said. 

Dominic Morris said his 
favorite aspect of the business 
side of the league is the market- 
ing. He likes to look at the play- 
ers and see how he can market 
them to get more fans to come 
to the games. 

“T think that’s the funnest 
thing ever,’ Dominic Morris 
said. 

Donte Morris said, from a 
business standpoint, the board- 
room meetings are the most 
enjoyable part of the league. 

“In our Monday meetings, 
were looking at seven different 
coaches and telling them what 
our mission is for the week 
and to see them play it out 
during the week,’ Donte Morris 
said. “I can have influence over 
seven other people, but I run a 
team, too” 





Donte Mor- 
ris said his 
ultimate 
career 


goal 
is to. 
be a general 

manager of a 


professional 
baseball team. 
“T think manag- 
ing the league, 
talking to the 
coaches, 
market- 
ing the 
league, 
trying 
to get 
peo- 
ple to come to 
our / games -I 
think 
the whole 
aspect of 
running 
a baseball 
league falls 
in line with 
becoming a 


general 
Morris said. 


manager, Donte 


see Business| page B8 




















By DusTIN NOSLER 
dnosler@statehornet.com 


Dominic and Donte Morris 
tried out for the Sacramento 
State baseball team as fresh- 

men. They did not make the 
team. 

However, that rejec- 
tion was the first step to 
something potentially 
groundbreaking: an al- 
ternative to Division 
I college baseball 
-a com- 
peti- 
tive 
league 
run by 
two Sac 
State 
business 


ma- 
jors. 

Dominic 
and Donte 
Morris, senior 
marketing and 
general management 
majors respectively, creat- 
ed the Morris League, a baseball 
league composed mostly of Sac 
State students, but also anyone 
in the local community who 
wants to partake in the national 
pastime. 

The number of teams in the 
league has doubled in size every 


year since its inception: From 
two teams in 2007, to four in 
2008, to eight in 2009 - from 
23 players to 130 players. The 
eight teams are divided into two 
divisions: East and West, in- 
cluding a team from UC 
Davis’ baseball club. 
This type of 
growth gives the 
Morris broth- 
ers hope for their 
league - perhaps 
expansion to the Bay 
Area. 
“Our next step is, 
actually, next spring, is to move 
maybe like a six-team league 
down to the Bay Area,’ Donte 
Morris said. “Eventually, we 
want to grow all up and down 


‘> 


League gives baseball 


overs a chance to play 





Puoros sy SAMANTHA Poutin State Hornet 


Above: A pitcher for the Morris League Davis team 
throws during a game against the Dragons Friday. 

Left: Dominic Morris, co-president of the Morris League, 
founded the league with brother Donte in 2007. 


California and have a Morris 
base in every major city.” 

The league is designed to 
provide a place for those who 
are not able to play college ball, 
including junior college players, 
fifth-year seniors and redshirt 
players. 

“The majority of our play- 
ers are players that go to Sac 
State played in high school and 
don't really have a spot to play 
anywhere else; those guys who 
still have the ‘baseball feeling,” 
Donte Morris said. “In certain 
cases, we do have fifth-year 
(players) out of Sac State or Sac 
City who also want to continue 
to play ball” 


see League | page B8 


SAMANTHA Pou in State Hornet. 


Dennis Chen, 18, is a busi- 
ness student from Taiwan. 





By DusTIN NOSLER 
dnosler@statehornet.com 


The influx of international 
players has been seen in Major 
League Baseball for many 
years, from Roberto Clemente 
to Fernando Valenzuela to 
Ichiro Suzuki. 

The Morris Baseball League 


has its own international flavor, 


which was unplanned when 
the Morris brothers created the 
league. 
_ Since the league’s launch, 
three different Asian players 
have participated in the league. 
In 2007, it was Takuma and 
in 2008 it was Masashi “Bob” 
Nakamura. Both players are 
from Japan. 
“The first year we were start- 


ing off, we were just looking for 
two teams,’ Donte Morris said. 
“We were just looking for any 
type of player. We met this guy 
from Japan who had a friend 
who wanted to play baseball” 

This year, it is Dennis Chen, 
an 18-year-old business 
student who has dual citizen- 
ship in Taiwan and the United 
States. 

Chen was born in New York 
but grew up in Taiwan. 

Chen said he has had a little 
difficulty in adjusting to the 
American style of baseball. 

“In Taiwan, people are not as 
intense,” Chen said. “Here, bat- 
ting feels more aggressive than 
back in Taiwan” 

However, Chen said he 
thinks it is better here, as it 


gives him more of a chance to 
play. 

Dominic Morris said the 
international flavor is great for 
the league. 

“Every year, we get an in- 
ternational player,’ Dominic 
Morris saia. 

Dominic Morris said it 
brings a different experience to 
the league. 

“We grew up and played with 
guys who looked like us and 
talked like us,” Dominic Morris 
said. “When you have a guy 
who comes from a whole other 
country and still play the sport 
you play, that’s kind of interest- 


' ing. They might play the game 


a little differently. ” 
Dominic Morris said there 
are some obstacles for Chen 


in adapting to the American 
game and lifestyle. 

“Not only is there a language 
barrier, but there’s a culture 
barrier; Dominic Morris said. 
“Someone might say some- 
thing like, “Bring it up; when 
we tell everybody to huddle, 
he'll say ‘What's bring it up?’ 


_ Short-term slang like that is 


tough to relate to.” 

‘ Donte Morris said small ball 
is standard for many players 
from Asia. 

Chen plays for the Dragons, 
which is the team Dominic 
Morris plays for and coaches. 

“It brings a positive effect to 
the league” Dominic Mor- 
ris said. “We can reach out to 
different areas and different 
cultures.” 





Soccer teams 


By JEONDRA ARRINGTON 
jarrington@statehornet.com 


With a month left to go in the 
season, Sacramento State’s men’s 
and women’s soccer teams look 
to make one final push toward 
qualifying for their respective 
conference tournaments. 

The men’s soccer team has 
a record of 6-5-1, while the 
women's team is 7-4-4. 

The men’s team started the 
season well with a 3-0-1 record, 
but since then the Hornets have 
struggled. 

Sac State men’s soccer head 
coach Michael Linenberger said 
that with the exception of the 
game against Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo, which the Hornets lost 
4-0, Sac State has competed well 
in every game. 

“During our first four games 
when we were 3-0-1, we were 


finding ways to make important 
plays, whether on the defen- 
sive end to preventa goal, or 

on the offensive end to find a 
way to score a goal,” he said. 
“Over the last five games, we 
feel our performance has still 
been good, just we haven't been 
able to make big plays when we 
need it” 

Linenberger added that 
keeping better track of their 
opponents on defense as well 
as giving his players verbal 
direction, the Hornets will suc- 
cessfully make plays to prevent 
goals. 

The men’s team is preparing 
for its final Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation games by 
putting more pressure on goal- 
keepers during practice. 

Linenberger said that in 


see Soccer | page B7 





Football star nominated 
shooting to win |for student-athlete award 


By BRITNEY ROSSMAN 
brossman@statehornet.com 


vq 





Courtesy Proto 


Clint Lessard, senior 
finance major, is a nominee 
for the William V. Campbell 
Trophy from the NFF. 


When he was young, Sacra- 
mento State senior offensive 
lineman Clint Lessard, senior 
finance major, was considered 
“mama's little helper” for his 
hard work and dedication to 
helping his mother with his 
younger siblings. His work 
ethic paid off when he was 
‘nominated for the William V. 
Campbell Trophy this year by 
the National Football Founda- 
tion and College Hall of Fame. 

The prestigious award is 
geared toward student-athletes 
in collegiate football programs 
that exemplify positive action 
within their community, are 
talented athletes and perform 
well in school. 

As a semifinalist for the 
award, Clint Lessard ex- 
ceeds the grade point average 
requirement with 3.7, and has 
started for the Hornets for two 


consecutive years. Clint Les- 
sard was also a Big Sky Confer- 
ence all-academic selection, last 
season. 

Clint Lessard is one of 37 
student-athletes from Divi- 
sion I-A football programs 
nominated for this award. Each 
school is only allowed to nomi- 
nate one student-athlete who is 
a senior, has at least a 3.2 grade 
point average, starts or plays a 
substantial amount of time, has 
outstanding leadership skills 
and is an involved citizen in 
the community. 

Clint Lessard participates 
in volunteer work feeding the 
homeless, visiting Shriners 
Hospital for Children and 
taking part in the Race for the 
Cure for breast cancer aware- 
ness. 


see Lessard | page B7 
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Lessard: Star athlete has always been hard worker 


Continued | page B6 


Clint Lessard explained the 
sacrifices he makes everyday to 
meet his personal standards on 
and off the field. 

“Tt’s extremely tough to man- 
age my time. I’ye had a lot of 
late. nights and early morn- 
ings for just school alone, and 
then I still give all I have on 
the field” Clint Lessard said. 

“I have 15 units and I’m a full- 
time athlete. Basically any free 
time I can find must be used 
productively.” 

Clint Lessard’s mother, 
Sandra Lessard, remembers 
her son was a hard wérker at a 
very young age. This nomina- 
tion has made her ecstatic. She 
is thrilled that her son’s hard 
work has paid off. 

“We are just really excited 
for him. ’'m beaming with 


pride. Clint is the oldest of four 
children and he has always 
been ‘Mama's Little Helper’ 
ever since he was a little boy,’ 
Sandra Lessard said. “He 
would help me out a lot, but 
what I remember most was 
him always taking his educa- 
tion seriously - his books were 
always open.” 

Sandra Lessard said her son 
was involved in sports and aca- 
demics as early as first grade. 

“On every report card he 
basically received straight 
As. At every parent-teacher 
conference his teachers would 
express how much they wished 
all their students were like 
Clint. As he grew up, though, 

I realized he was an amazing 
athlete as well” Sandra Lessard 
said. “I'm just an extremely 
proud mother. He's my pride 
and joy; he’s my rock.’ 


All NFF national scholar- 
athlete awards, including the 
William V. Campbell Trophy, 
are open to football players of 
any division. The NFF strongly 
encourages all colleges and 
universities to get involved and 
make nominations in hopes to 
acknowledge all outstanding 
student-athletes that go above 
and beyond what is being 
asked of them. 

NFF President and CEO 
Steven J. Hatchell expressed his 
pride and excitement for this 
year's semifinalists. 

“This year’s semifinalists 
are the greatest illustration of 
how we hope to build leaders 
through football, and it is our 
responsibility to honor them 
for their commitment to excel- 
lence in academics, athletics 
and the community,” Hatchell 
said, 


Hatchell believes that this 
award means more that just 
a trophy, but also plays a role 
into the future of the student- 
athletes who win the scholar- 
ship. 

“The William V. Garrip’ 
bell Trophy is one of college 
football’s most sought after and 
competitive awards, and past 
winners have used our scholar- 
ship as the catalyst for their 
future careers.” Hatchell said. 
“We're incredibly proud to 
select the next recipient from- 


‘among this remarkable group 


of semifinalists.” 

This nomination means more 
than just a bronze trophy to 
Clint Lessard. 

“This nomination is such an 
honor. I’m very excited to have 
even been recognized, let alone 
have qualified as a semifinal- 
ist. What stands out to me the 


most is possible grad school for 
the top 15 chosen - that would 
be amazing,’ he said. 

Sac State head coach Mar- 
shall Sperbeck said that Clint 
Lessard should be honored to 
be nominated for the award 
based on the other student- 
athletes also nominated for the 
award. 

“This is truly a great accom- 
plishment for Clint. He is such 
a hard worker on and off the 
field by maintaining focus.” 
Sperbeck said. “Now, there are 
a lot of high-ranking, deserv- 
ing players up for the award as 
well, but it’s an honor for Clint 
to be recognized” 

But, it is not always easy. 
Clint Lessard admits that as a 
senior, school is particularly 
demanding. 

“To be completely honest, 
school right now is getting to 


be pretty tough. I find that my 
work load has definitely gotten 
worse.’ Clint Lessard said. “But 
as for football, it’s what I know 
- so for me at this point it’s the 
same old stuff. So basically, 
being a senior academically 

is way different than being a 
senior in football.” 

Sac State offensive line coach 
Jeff Remington said that he 
admires Clint Lessard for tak- 
ing on such a difficult schedule. 
Remington praised him for his 
commitment to football and 
school: 

“Clint has been a two-year 
starter for us after transferring 
from a JC, and he has been 
a big time contributor. Clint 
makes a conscious effort to do 
well? Remington said. “(But) 
what's special about him is that 
he doesn't allow one to affect 
the other.’ 





Soccer: Both teams looking toward a strong end to 
the regular season; working hard to keep winning 


Si, 





PHOTOS BY RYAN GREENLEAR State Hornet 


Left: Junior Fernando Cabadas goes after the ball at a soccer game against the Air Force Falcons on Friday. 
Right: Senior Kim Kemper, center, attacks the ball at a game against Northern Arizona college on Oct. 9. 


Continued | page B6 


order to attack the opposition’s 
net, the final crosses, finishing 
touches and final passes have to 
be better. ; 

“We've had a bye this week, a 
good, solid 10 days of practice; 
said freshman forward David 
Norton. “We'll be looking to 
get right back into getting some 
wins again” 

The Hornets are 2-0 in the 
Mountain Pacific. 

While the men’s soccer team 


has struggled, the women’s 
team has flourished under the 
direction of head coach Randi 
Dedini. 

Sac State started the season 
with a 3-0-2 record and have 
continued to do well. Sepho- 
more goalkeeper Savannah Ab- 
ercrombie had three consecu- 
tive shutouts during this stretch. 

Sac State went on the road 
and lost to Nevada, Pepperdine 
and San Diego State. Dedini’s 
squad did not score a goal dur- 


ing the losing streak. 
The women’s team then 


found its stride again. Sac State 
_ finished its five game road trip 


by defeating Fresno State 2-0 


and Cal 1-0. It was the first time - 


Sac State beat the Bulldogs in 
Fresno, and Cal was ranked 
10th nationally at the time. 

‘The Hornets have continued 
their success in conference play. 
They are currently tied for third 
place in the Big Sky standings 
with Portland State. - 
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Sac State defeated Northern 


Arizona University 2-1 on Oct. 


Masses 

Sunday: 9am-10:30am 
Student Mass: 7:30pm 
Mass/Dinner/Activities 
for students: . 
Wednesday: 6:30pm 


5900 Newman Court 
Sacramento, CA 95819 
916.454.4188 


Central Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church 


the street from Sac State 
Saturday 1 


office for a free permit 


Visit our website at: 


Morning: 
Worship service at 11:00am 
FREE PARKING on schoo! days for 
Sac State students - register atour 


9 and the University of North- 
ern Colorado 1-0 on Oct. 11. 

Dedini said that overall he 
is impressed with his team’s 
defensive efforts. 

“Right now, we're defending 
extremely well as a team, not 
just the backline and the goal- 
keeper,’ he said. “I think our 
one weakness right now is that 
we are not scoring enough goals 
to really secure games early-’ 

Abercrombie has six shutouts 
this season and she broke the 
school record for career shut- 
outs with 14 in the win against 
Northern Colorado. The team 
has given up only 11 goals. 

The Hornets tied with San 
Jose State 1-1 on Oct. 4, the last 
game before Big Sky Confer- 
ence play started. 

“We stepped it up ... except 
we couldn't finish with an- 
other goal to:come out with a 
.win,” said junior forward Erin 
Tarantino. 
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Albums and Tapes 
$2.98-$4.98? 


1OBS 4 


New, Nearly New 
and Rare Music 







J Street at 17th St. Mid-Town 446-4402 





. A Directory of 1 
Sacramento Churches. >= 


Newman Catholic Community 


6045 Carmella Avenue - - Right across 


www. SacCampusHope.com 


Contact 
916.457.6511 x109 


Pastor Steve Alred at: 


Advertise Your Chareh Services: (916) 278-§887 
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Dedini said he would like to 
see the Hornets get to the point 
where they can secure games 
with a second and third goal. 

“Ihe game's in no way under 
control with a one goal lead? 
he said. 


THURSDAY 10/22 - SUNDAY 10/25 
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BOBBY SLAYTON 
JASON WHEELER MAX CURRY 
UN rR a 
Bot rey 


JOE KLOCEK 
Pama etree a 


betta] 


EVENT, NO PASSES 
i Siena 
He eer 


FROM IMAD TV AND THE KIVS OF COMEDY! 


BOBBY LEE 


ee 


ie ar 
Se a 


oat | 


a CLUB FOR SHOWTIMES: (916) 925-5500 
2100 ARDEN WAY + IN THE HOWE ‘BOUT 


Sen aeiaea , TICKETS. 
AY THE CLUB BOX OFFICE WITH NO NO SERVICE CHARGE, 


aD 
SS 
eal 


re pe 
cig 


WWW.PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 
WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


2 FoR 
WITH vation 

















~ Wepnespay - Octoser 21 


Business: League blends 
twins’ passion, majors 


Continued | page B6. 


Dominic Morris said he plans 
to be involved with this league 
for a long time. 

“T see it growing and seeing 
what I can do better with it after 
I graduate; Dominic Morris 
said. 

Bruce Wilson, lecturer in 
business administration at 
Sac State, said he has helped 
the Morris brothers with the 
league. Wilson said they need to 
develop a board of directors, a 
charter and a proposal. 

“They've got the mission of 
the organization well in hand, 
Wilson said. “They've got a lot 
of internal talent - from mar- 


keting to financing currently 
with the university foundation 
- but they need to envision a 
long-term plan ... They need 
to graduate from the university 
foundation and develop their 
own nonprofit organization” 

Wilson said one thing he has 
stressed to the Morris broth- 
ers is they need to develop an 
unpaid Morris League board of 
directors. 

“(These are) people who are 
there, people who are cheer- 
leaders and people who have 
talent and fundraising ability 
and will use it in behalf of the 
organization,’ Wilson said. 
“They have people now who 
are interested in them but I 
think it’s something they have 


to select; they have to find their 
loyal people who will act in 
their behalf” 

The Morris brothers said they 
knew they would face chal- 
lenges in getting the league off 
the ground. 

“Whatever we did, we stuck 
with it;’ Dominic Morris 
said. Dominic said he and his 
brother persevered through the 
potential adversity. 

“There were a lot of questions 
going into it? Dominic Morris 
said. “But we said, “You know 
what? We can do it? We did a 
little research, found out what 
was required; what we had to 
do to get things done and just 
having that straight passion — 
drove us to where were at now. 


League: Players and fans 
make season fun 


work to 


Continued | page B6 


‘The Morris brothers decided 
to create the league after playing 
catch outside their residence 
hall. 

“One day we saw a lot of 
people playing catch and we 
were like, “Why are we just 
playing catch when we could 
actually play a game?” Dominic 
Morris‘said: “So we decided 
then to start up a two-team 
league and from there, we 
thought of it even further and 
thought of more ideas for this 
baseball league.” 

The league gets help from its 
fans, including one fan who 
Donte Morris specifically men- 
tioned - Angelina Boykin. 

Boykin said she brings snacks, 
drinks and does whatever she 
can to help out the Morris 
brothers. 

She also said she comes -to 
the games not only because 
her husband Oliver plays for 
the Dragons, but because the 
Morris brothers are dedicated 
to putting together a quality 
product with quality people. 

“We try to do what we can 
to help them; Boykin said. 
“They're doing such a great 
job and it’s a great league to be 
around. They give a lot of these 
players a good-opportunity to 
get out there if they're trying to 
play just to play” 

Boykin said she could tell 
there was something different 
about this league from the first 
time she attended a game. 

“When my husband and I 
came out here, we saw them 
and said, “We're going to give 
them a try,” she said. “We're 
kind of picky, so we came out 
here, saw them and said “We're 


going to stick with them.” 

Dominic Morris said his fa- 
vorite thing about playing in the 
league is the fan turnout. 

“Seeing a lot of people and 
their families coming out and 
just seeing a mass number of 
people coming out just to have 
a picture day - that type of thing 
- just seeing us grow brings me 
excitement; Dominic Morris 
said. 

Adam Wilson, a 21-year-old 
Sac State mass communication 
major, has played in the league 
for a couple years. 

“Tt's cool to have a team that 
you can create on your own; 
Wilson said. “Also, it’s awesome 
to meet other guys.as well” 

A first-time player, J.P. La- 
Croix, said he enjoys playing 
night games, as well as just 
playing the game. 

“T look for any opportunity to 
get out and play ball? LaCroix 
said. “I’ve played ball all my 
life, up until college. It’s really 
convenient being right behind 
Sac State” 

LaCroix is a player-coach 
for the Dirtbags and a double 
major in communication stud- 
ies and physical education at 
Sac State. 

The league has giveaways and 
raffles where the fans can win 
Morris League memorabilia - 
hats, T-shirts and wristbands 
included. The Morris brothers 
also hope to set a good example 
for everyone. 

“We try to be as interac- 
tive as we can with our fans,” 
Donte Morris said. “Most of 
our fans are parents, wives, 
girlfriends ~ there’s'a lot of kids 
at our games, so we always want 
to keep it clean, in terms of 
conduct? 


‘The Morris brothers said 
another driving force behind 
the league is that they want the 
league to pay homage to the 
Negro Leagues. 

“Me and Donte were fasci- 
nated with the Negro Leagues,” 
Dominic Morris said. “We 
felt like if we were in a posi- 
tion where we had anything to 
do to contribute to the Negro 
Leagues, we would do it. We 
can honor them by playing in 
the game, representing their 
uniforms (and) representing the 
heritage that they once had” 

In February, the league 
honored former Negro League 
player Elmer Carter, who was 
a catcher and outfielder for the 
Kansas City Monarchs in the 
LOS0s i . 

Donte Morris also said the 
Negro League tribute is also to 
drum up interest among A fri- 
can American players. 

“There's been a lot of talk 
about the lack of African 
Americans playing baseball? 
Donte Morris said. “We're try- 
ing (show) a mirror image to 
honor the Negro Leagues of the 
past while also showing that 
African Americans still play 
baseball today.” 

Dominic Morris said in the 
end, the league's character is 
vital to its continued success. 

“We really want to strive on 
our reputation of a quality, 
family atmosphere of baseball,” 
Dominic Morris said. “It’s im- 
portant ... to conduct ourselves 
in a good manner and to keep 
our reputation?” 

Morris Leagué games are 
played at 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at McAullife 
Baseball Field located behind 
Sac State. 


SAMANTHA PouLin Stare Horner 


Members of the Morris League, a baseball! league set up and run by two brothers from 
Sacramento State, shake hand and congratulate one another after a game Friday night. 


Rooms for Rent 
2 students in 3bdrm/2bth looking to 
share completely furnished home. All 
amenities +pool, parking & WIFI 
$400/mo +deposit INCLUDES ALL 
UTILITIES (707)372-4983 

Apartments 

5 minutes to Sac State 2 bedroom 
1 bath, covered parking, laundry onsite, 
$795 per month, $700 deposit. 3149/3145 
Occidental Dr. (916)383-6491. 


TOWNHOUSE 2BR, 2 FULL BA 


WASHER/DRYER, FRIDGE. POOL/ 
JACUZZI GATED COMMUNITY. 
FREE UNDERGROUND PARKING. 
ARDEN ARCADE. $1100/MO. WATER/ 
GARBAGE PAID. EMAIL tkuepfer@ 
sbcglobal.net or call (831)759-8479. 
Homes for Rent 
Half off first months rent! Beautiful 
3bd/2ba Duplex. 
Spacious bedrooms, Lrg backyard; lcar 
garage. pets OK. Close to Sac State! 
$1350 1211 64th St. (916)536-5600 
Announcements 


New Martial Arts Club at CSUS 
(Kenpo) - Learn self-defense, improve 
coordination, and gain confidence. 
Club is forming now. Contact Professor 
Salveson (salveson@ecs.csus.edu) for 
more information. 

Vehicles 
1972 Dodge Challenger $5000, coupe, 
automatic,8 cylinder, interior black, 
exterior yellow, Title : Clear, Gaso- 
line, air conditioning; email: elizab- 
pilar@gmail.com (503)961-9608 
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University of San Francisco 
630 K Street, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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Apply Now!! 
Deadline: December 1, 2009 
Seer RCL eat 


916.920.0157 


Educating Minds and Hearts to Change the World 








